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CHINA HYDROLOGIC ATLAS

[ Innovation ]

Many regions lack hydrologic data owning to short sequences and insufficient coverage in
the early days of New China, making them unable to support the large—scale construction of water
conservancy projects. To solve this problem, the China Hydrologic Atlas was compiled based on
the China rainfall runoff charts, China rainstorm parameter atlas and hydrologic handbooks of some
provinces (regions). In addition to referring to statistical data from various stations, the drawing
of contours has taken the influence of physiographic factors, such as landform, geology, soil,
plantation, etc., into consideration, so as to make the distribution of contours conform to the actual
situation. The work has conducted necessary comparisons and coordination between different
maps according to the inner connection of various hydrologic elements. It has also carried out
a series of balancing work for data with different years of observation, in an effort to provide the
consistent basis for the characteristic values of various stations, and represent the average status
in the long run as much as possible. The achievements of all projects relating to the hydrological
and meteorological systems ended by 1958 have been collected, selected, distinguished and
carefully chosen.

[ Influence ]

The China Hydrologic Atlas is the first of its kind in China within the domain—-wide scope, and
has never been completely replaced by other achievements so far since its compilation thanks to
its strong systematic features and scientific thinking of drawing. The publication has resolved the
contradiction between the demand for the large—scale construction of water conservancy projects
and the lack of data in the beginning of New China, propped up the design and construction of
water conservancy projects for nearly 40 years in China, making it must—have material for hydraulic
engineering designers. It has been used to estimate the rainstorm and flood design for tens of
thousands of water conservancy projects over 40 years since 1963, and support the large—scale
construction of water conservancy projects in data—insufficient regions, thus making outstanding
contributions to the stability and development of New China.
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